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ran orum 
Monday, May 19, 1980 
New MEA Policy Could Affect Teacher Training 
A recommendation approved recently 
by the Michigan Education Association 
(MEA) could seriously affect teacher edu-
cation programs offered by Grand Valley 
and other Michigan colleges, according to 
Ty Wessell, director of Grand Valley's 
School of Education. 
The recommendation, formulated by 
an MEA task force established a year ago 
to study teacher supply and demand, was · 
approved recently by a voice vote of 
more than 600 delegates at the MEA's 
1980 Representative Assembly. The 
Assembly is the policy-making body 
for the MEA. 
The MEA recommendation, which 
apparently stems from frustration over 
teacher layoffs resulting from dwindling 
enrollments, provides that 
• Local schools units of the MEA 
(called local "EAs") will not provide stu-
dent teaching opportunities in subject 
areas found to be in "over supply." 
• Local EAs whose membership in-
cludes MEA teachers laid off as of the 
preceding March 31 will not offer any 
student teaching opportunities at all, 
except for currently employed or laid-
off MEA teachers seeking retraining . 
• Currently employed or laid-off 
MEA teachers who .seek retraining will 
be given priority by local EAs for student 
teaching positions. 
"The problem is that well-qualified 
teachers, who have been teaching for 
many years, are being laid off as a result 
of declining enrollments. These teachers 
are at a considerable disadvantage in 
applying for other teaching jobs, because 
schools are willing to hire inexperienced 
teachers to save money," David Thomp-· 
son, director of the MEA's Zone 3, 
said. 
"We're not advocating that if there 
are 150 openings only 150 people should 
be trained to fill them. Our aim is to curb 
the glut of teachers in areas in which 
there are few vacancies." 
The MEA action could result in a 
shortage of openings for the student 
teaching required by the state for teacher 
COT Group 
Raises Funds 
For Young 
Burn Victim 
Grand . Valley's clerical , office and 
_technical workers are opening a two-week 
fund drive today for Chris Kryling, a 
Coopersville youth who was severely 
burned last November. 
Members of the GVCOTA-MESPA 
have placed canisters for collecting dona-
tions in all buildings. In addition, union 
members will canvass for funds in the 
Campus Center and the Commons on 
May 21 and 28 . 
The union's involvement in fundrais-
ing for the youth came in response to a 
request from a group of fourteen 
Coopersville area churches and civic or-
ganizations which is coordinating fund-
raising events during "Chris Kryling 
Month," May 15-June 15. The coalition 
is hoping to raise at least $5,000 to pay 
for medical expenses that will not be 
covered by health insurance or govern-
ment aid. 
The eight-year-old sustained serious 
burns when a gasoline can exploded in 
certification. It is potentially damaging 
for college teacher education programs 
because in addition to posing a serious 
problem for students already enrolled in 
such programs, it could also discourage 
potential students. 
For these reasons, the proposal drew 
strong opposition from MEA members 
representing colleges offering teacher edu-
cation programs, such as Central Michigan 
University, Thompson said. In a conces-
sion to these opponents of the proposal, 
the Representative Assembly agreed to 
exempt from the recommended action 
student teachers from colleges at which 
MEA is the bargaining agent. Michigan 
colleges whose faculties are represented 
by the MEA include Central Michigan 
University, Adrian College, and Ferris, 
Saginaw Valley and Lake Superior State 
Colleges. 
Although there is some merit in the 
concerns of the MEA, Wessell said, the 
MEA recommendation poses some grave 
problems for Grand Valley and other 
institutions. There are several ways in 
which Grand Valley plans to respond to 
the MEA action, Wessell said. 
"We must respond to accurate supply 
and demand information. If there is a 
surplus of teachers in an area, we must 
. communicate this to students and reduce 
our program accordingly. For areas in 
which there are few opportunities, we 
must do a better job of advising students 
to take dual teachable majors, so they 
have some expertise in an area for which 
there is some demand." 
Wessell said a reduction in numbers of 
students in the School of Education pro-
grams would enable the school to be 
more selective in oversupplied areas. 
Right now we're understaffed," he said, 
"but we can alleviate that problem by 
taking only the best students, those most 
likely to be successful teachers." 
Wessell pointed out, however, that he 
and others disagree with some MEA data 
on supply and demand areas. Wessell said 
MEA lists of areas in which there is an 
Chris Kryling with his mother, Judy 
Hinton. 
his yard. He will need at least one more · 
skin graft and probably plastic surgery in 
the future, according to his mother Judy 
Hinton . Medical expenses are expected to 
total as much as $100,000 including $600 
each for body suits, called Jobst gar-
ments, which Chris must wear to keep the 
burned skin moist and infection-free. 
Members of the GVCOTA-MESPA 
fund-raising committee are Diane Dennis, 
Patricia Sheffield, Barbara Karpanty, and 
Janet Vorenkamp, who is chairing the 
group. Vorenkamp said persons wishing 
to assist in the fund drive may also send 
donations to The Chris Kryling Fund, 
Manufacturers State Bank, Coopersville, 
Michigan 49404. 
oversupply, undersupply or balance of 
teachers and demand does not correspond 
with statistics provided from some other 
sources, including the State Department 
of Education , the National Placement As-
sociation, and Grand Valley's Placement 
Office . In particular, he cited elementary 
education as an area in which Grand Val-
ley has been highly successful in placing 
graduates, although the MEA lists that as 
one of the areas of oversupply. 
According to Wessell, the Michigan 
Association of Colleges for Teacher Edu-
cation has asked the State Board of Edu-
cation to provide for the collection and 
dissemination of data concerning teacher 
supply and demand . The association also 
asked Governor William G. Milliken, the 
Michigan legislature and the State Board 
of Education to act to ensure continuing 
opportunities for student teaching for 
Michigan students and to devise appropri-
ate professional incentives through 
schools, colleges and departments of edu-
cation for teachers who facilitate and 
assist in the preparation of prospective 
teachers. 
Wessell said the MEA's action in 
granting an exemption for students from 
colleges represented by the MEA leads to 
a question of whether the association's 
recommendation is based on the econom-
ics of teacher supply and demand or on a 
desire to increase MEA membership. 
However, the fundamental problem 
with the MEA recommendation, Wessell 
believes, is that it would unfairly restrict 
students' access to the teaching profes-
. sion. "I don't believe that the MEA has 
the right to tell students what areas they 
can go into. That's not the American 
way . The American way is to give people 
free choice - and plenty of information 
upon which to base their decisions." 
On these grounds, Wessell said, "Grand 
Valley will hit the issue head-on," 
beginning with a series of meetings with 
area school superintendents to encourage 
them to continue to provide placements 
for student teachers and to resist MEA 
efforts to have the recommendation 
written into teacher contracts. 
Initially, the MEA will rely on volun-
tary enforcement of the recommendation 
at this time, according to Thompson, but 
if that does not work the group will seek 
to have the recommendation included as 
a contract provision. Currently, individual 
teachers decide whether or not they wish 
to take the responsibility for accepting 
student teachers in their classrooms . 
Some schools have no student teachers, 
while others have a considerable number. 
Colleges pay local schools a fee. usually 
(Continued on back page) 
Election Results Final; 
Faculty Rejects Union 
Faculty members at Grand Valley have 
rejected unionization for the third time in 
six years. The results of an election held 
six weeks ago were announced recently 
by the Michigan Employment Relations 
Commission (MERC) after it opened 
seven ballots which had been challenged 
by the union. 
MERC said 113 faculty members 
voted against representation by the Grand 
Valley State Faculty Association, which 
is affiliated with the Michigan Education 
Association, and 101 voted for the 
GVSFA. 
The election was held March 26 but 
the results could not be · determined at 
the time because of the challenged bal-
lots. On election day, the vote count was 
106 against unionization and 101 votes 
for the MEA. 
After the March 26 election the 
GVSFA filed a petition with the Mich-
igan Employment Relations Commission 
seeking to invalidate the election on 
grounds that absentee ballot procedures 
were unclear and could have affected the 
results . However , the GVSFA later with-
drew the petition and dropped its vote 
challenges. 
About 90 percent of the 237 eligible 
faculty members voted in the March 26 
runoff election, which resulted from an 
earlier collective bargaining election held 
February 10 . In the February polling, 
faculty members were asked to choose 
between continuation as a non-union 
group, representation by the American 
Association of University Professors or 
the G VSF A. In that election, the no-
union choice received 102 votes, the 
GVSF A got 95 votes, and the AAUP, in 
its first time on the ballot at Grand Val-
ley, got 23 votes. There were two con-
tested ballots. 
The Grand Valley faculty turned down 
unionization in two earlier elections held 
in 1974 and 1977. 
Friends of 35 Buy 'Accent,' 
Will Begin New Publication 
The Friends of WGVC-TV, the public 
support organization of Channel 35, has 
reached an agreement to purchase Accent 
magazine and will begin publishing a new 
magazine this summer with many of the . 
elements of Accent and WGVC's present 
program guide, Update. 
The Board of Directors of the Friends 
approved a contract with Connectives, 
Inc., current owner of Accent, recently . . 
Under the agreement, any surplus rev-
enues earned by the new publication will 
. be .contributed to Channel 35. 
A primary goal of the merger is to 
communicate information about the 
station not only to station members but 
also to people who are not now regular 
viewers , at the lowest possible cost, 
Station Manager George Lott said. The 
arrangement apparently is not unique 
in public television. Lott said about a 
dozen stations across the nation are as-
sociated with general-interest magazines . 
The combined circulation of the two 
publications will be about 10,000, in-
cluding 7,500 Update subscribers, 1,500 
Accent subscribers, and Accent's news-
stand sales of about 1,000 . Update's 
mailing list is comprised of people who 
have contributed to Channel 35 . 
Jan Blaich, who currently edits and 
publishes Accent, will continue as editor-
in-chief of the combined publication. 
Events On andAround the Campus 
Monday, May 19 
9 a.m.-5 p.m .: Photography exhibit - "Images" by Bruce McBeth. Free. TJC Com-
mons, second floor, Lake Huron Hall. Sponsored by Thomas Jefferson College. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. : Pottery exhibit by Steve Ross and Lori Weeks. Free . TJC Art Gal-
lery. Sponsored by Thomas Jefferson College. 
9 a .m.-9 p.m.: Student art exhibit - all-campus student works. Free. Calder Fine 
Arts Center . Sponsored by the Art Company and the Campus Center Gallery. 
11 a.in.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit by Rik Holzgen . Free. Campus Center Gallery. Spon-
sored by the College of Arts and Sciences and William James College art depart-
ments. 
1-3:30 p,m.: Seminar-.Dr. Vine Deloria Jr. will discuss his latest book, Metaphysics 
and Modern Existence. Skylight Room, Lake Superior Hall. Free. Sponsored by the 
Anishnawbe Student Organization. 
7-9 p.m.: Artist's reception for Rik Holzgen. Refreshments served. Free. Campus 
Center Gallery. Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences and William 
James College art departments. 
8-11 a.m.: Lecture-"Indian Education" by Dr. Vine Deloria Jr. Louis Armstrong 
Theatre. Sponsored by the Anishnawbe Student Organization. 
across campus 
LIBRARY BOOK DRIVE 
The Zumberge Library staff will hold 
a book drive for the remainder of the 
Spring Term. Any donations of new or 
used books will be accepted and sold in 
future book sales with proceeds going 
to the purchase of library materials. 
Donations may be dropped off at the 
Circulation Desk on the first floor of 
Zumberge. For on-campus pick up of 
large donations call ext. 116. 
LIBRARIAN HONORED 
All employees are cordially invited to 
a farewell party for librarian Betty Jones 
on the third floor of Zumberge Library 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. on Tuesday , May 20. 
CAS HO!-.Pl:! f!NAL COLLOQl)IUM 
OF THE YEAR 
Professor James Blight will be the 
speaker in the College of Arts and Sci-
ences' last colloquium of this academic 
year . Blight's presentation is entitled 
"In Search of the Historical Freud." . 
The colloquium will be held in 176· 
Lake Michigan Hall from 6-7 p.m. this 
Tuesday, May 20 . Time for questions and 
discussion is scheduled after the presenta-
tion. At 7 p.m., the group will move to 
room 154 Lake Michigan Hall for more 
informal discussion. Coffee and tea will 
be served. All members of the GVSC 
. community are welcome. 
MEA Policy 
(Continued from front page) 
$25, for each student teacher accepted by 
the school. 
Thompson acknowledged that peer 
pressure is already a significant factor in 
teachers' decisions on whether to accept 
student teachers . Many elementary and 
high school teachers who would like to 
have student teachers do not do so, 
according to Wessell, because their peers 
exert pressure on them not to train 
persons who could eventually . compete 
with them for scarce jobs - with the 
advantage of lower salary requirements 
based on less experience. 
Returned Your Form? · 
If you have already returned the 
Forum readership survey questionnaire 
enclosed in last week's issue, thank 
you for your help and cooperation. If 
you haven't, we hope you will take a 
few minutes to let us know what you 
think about the Forum. If you've mis-
placed the questionnaire or didn't 
receive one, please give us a call at 
ext. 222. 
Look for the results of the survey 
in an upcoming issue. 
GVSC STUDIO JAZZ 
ORCHESTRA TOURS 
The GVSC Studio Jazz Orchestra 
will tour various Michigan high schools 
beginning on Thursday, May 22 . High- · 
lights of the two-day tour include a con-
cert in London, Ontario, Canada. 
The first two stops will be in Lansing 
at Dwight Rich and Lansing Everett 
High Schools . The band will present a 
concert featuring big band, bop, dixie, 
and contemporary selections. Included 
is a musical introduction to Grand 
Valley and complimentary brochures 
about the colleges. The evening perfor-
mance in London, Ontario, Canada is 
for the general public and the audience 
is expected to number over 1,000 people. 
The final day, Friday, May 23, the 
band will perform at Ypsilanti High 
School in the morning and Webberville 
High School in the afternoon. 
IS YOUR MOTOR HOME FREE 
OVER MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND? 
If you have a motor home but don't 
plan to use it during Memorial Day week-
end , crew coach Paul Springer would like 
to talk to you. Springer's women's crew 
team is hosting the National Women's 
Rowing Regatta on Saturday and Sunday, 
May 24-25, at Riverside Park in Grand 
Rapids. Thirty schools have been invited 
to the regional regatta and the Grand 
Valley squad is seeking motor homes to 
use as shelters for crews during the 
event. Persons interested in helping out 
by lending their motor homes for the 
weekend should call Springer at 
ext. 259. 
INSURANCE QUESTIONS? 
Howard Weyers and Greg Hagbom of 
Equitable will be on campus today to 
answer questions from faculty and staff 
concerning GVSC's health and life in-
surance programs. They will be available 
from 11 :30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the 
South Conference Room of the Campus 
Center. 
NOTED INDIAN AUTHOR 
TO SPEAK HERE TODAY 
Nationally-known author and expert 
on Indian rights, Dr. Vine Deloria Jr., will 
be the keynote speaker for Native Ameri-
can Awareness Day sponsored by the 
Anishnawbe Student Organization and 
being observed here today. Deloria is 
author of numerous books including 
Custer Died for Your Sins and We Talk, 
You Listen. He will discuss his latest 
book, Metaphysics of Modern Existence, 
at a seminar from 1-3:30 p.m. today in 
the Skylight Room of Lake Superior 
Hall . Tonight at 8 p.m. in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, he will present a 
lecture entitled "Indian Education." The 
public is inivted to both events; admission 
is free. 
Tuesday, May 20 
9 a.m .-5 p.m.: Painting exhibit - "Wagner-One : One person show of paintings" 
by Pat Wagner. Free. TJC Art Gallery, second floor, Lake Huron Hall. Sponsored 
by Thomas Jefferson College. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.: Painting exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
9 a.m.-9 p.m.: Student art exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
11 a.m.: Men's baseball - Kellogg Community College at GVSC. 
11 a.m .-5 p.m.: Art exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
Noon: Senior vocal recital - Cathy Laidler, assisted by Ellen Pool, pianist, and 
Guillermo Fierens, guitarist. Free. Louis Armstrong Theatre. Calder Fine Arts 
Center. 
3: 30-5 p .m. : Farewell party for librarian Betty Jones Third floor of Zumberge 
Library. 
4-5 p.m .: TJC Showcase - "Acoustics Original" with Patrick Spiroff, guitar and 
vocals; O.B. Faranon, lead guitar; Michael Kivinen, piano; and, Gary Niemchick, 
bass. Free. TJC Commons, second floor, Lake Huron Hall. Sponsored by 
Thomas Jefferson College. 
5 :30-7 p.m.: Artist's reception for Pat Wagner . TJC Art Gallery, second floor, 
Lake Huron Hall. 
6-7 p.m.: Colloquim - "In Search of the Historical Freud." A presentation by Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences psychology professor James Blight. Free. 176 Lake 
Michigan. Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences. 
Wednesday, May 21 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. : Painting exhibit . See May 19 for details. 
9 a.m.-9 p.m .: Student art exhibit . See May 19 for details . 
11 a .m.-5 p .m .: Art exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
12 noon: Music - Grand Valley Little Symphony /Honors Concert. Calder Fine 
Arts Center. For more information, call the music department at 895-6611, 
ext. 484. 
Thursday, May 22 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.: Painting exhibit. See May 19 for details . 
9 a.m.-9 p.m .: Student art exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit . See May 19 for details. 
8 p.m.: Theatre - "New Plays Festival." Circle-in-the-Park Theatre, John Ball Park, 
Grand Rapids. For more information and ticket reservations, call 895-6611, 
ext. 379. 
Friday, May 23 
9 a.m .-5 p.m .: Painting exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
9 a.m.-9 p.m.: Student art exhibit. See May 19 for details . 
11 a.m.-5 p .m.: Art exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
8 p.m. : Theatre. See May 22 for details. 
Saturday, May 24 
9 a .m.-5 p.m.: Painting exhibit. See May 19 for details . 
9 a.m.-9 p.m.: Student art exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. : Art exhibit by Carol Raczkowski. Free. Campus Center Gallery. 
Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences and William James College art 
departments. 
1 p.m. : Crew - GVSC at Michigan State University, East Lansing. 
8 p.m.: Theatre. See May 22 for details. 
Sunday, May 25 
9 a.m.-5 p.m .: Painting exhibit . See May 19 for details . 
9 a.m.-9 p.m.: Student art exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue Informal Student Worship. Seidman House Lounge. Spon-
sored by Campus Ministry. 
6:30 p.m.: Mass. Campus Center Multi-purpose Room. Sponsored by Campus 
Ministry. 
Monday, May 26 
9 a.m.-5 p .m. : Painting exhibit . See May 19 for details. 
9 a.m.-9 p.m.: Student art exhibit. See May 19 for details. 
11 a .m.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit. See May 24 for details. 
Jobs On Campus 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Bookkeeper - Business and Finance. 
Salary range, C-3, $4 .09-$5.73 /hr. To 
perform various bookkeeping and ac-
counting functions. A minimum of 
two years of related experience and /or 
relevant training in bookkeeping is 
required. Must have ability to work 
under pressure and cope with a vari-
ety of situations. 
Clerical Aide - Records and Registration. 
Salary range, C-1, $3.68-$5.18 /hr. To 
perform general clerical work. Must 
have knowledge of office procedures 
and equipment. One year of training 
and /or experience required. 
Lab Assistant - School of Health Sci-
ences. Salary range, T-1, $4.36-
$5.89 /hr. 20 hours a week . Must be . 
MLT certified or eligible. 
Grand Valley Forum 
The Grand Valley Forum is published 
every Monday by the Public Relations 
Office. All materials should be sent to 
Dotti Sydloski, editor, Public Rela-
tions Office, 316 Manitou Hall, Grand 
Valley State Colleges, Allendale, Michi-
gan 49401. Telephone: (616) 895-
6611', extension 222. 
